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of force, which he could and did in fact use in
the centre.

The battle opened with a fierce but unavailing
onslaught on Blenheim by the English troops,
similar to their assault on the " death angle " at
the Schellenberg.    But after two hours  Marl-
borough ordered Cutts to desist and be content
with " containing"  (holding)  the enemy.    At
the same time Eugene had been repulsed at the
other end of the line, while Marsin,  an able
general, who evidently either did not know or
care about Tallard's preconceived ideas, ordered
a flank attack from Ober Glauheim on Marl-
borough's centre as it began to struggle across the
the Nebel stream. Eleven battalions, including the
Irish in French service, executed a brilliant charge
which,   had   it   been   followed   up   sufficiently
quickly, might have reversed the result of the
battle.   Marlborough galloped to the threatened
spot, threw in his reserves and appealed to Eugene
for   cavalry.     This   was   the   crisis.     Eugene,
though  hard  pressed,   responded   promptly,   a
dangerous counter-move was repulsed  and by
4.30 in the afternoon Marlborough's forces were
all safely across the Nebel.   As the result of the
sustained efforts of Eugene and Cutts on the right
and left, the  French were incapacitated from
concentrating any flanking movement such as
Tallard had planned against the Allied centre.
At the crucial point, Marlborough had eighty
squadrons  and twenty-three  battalions  against
fifty squadrons and nine battalions in the French
centre.   Thus after seven hours' fighting Marl-
borough saw that he had won.   The nine French